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ETSU Bucs 
Coach Scott Forbes 
Opening statement 
“You have to give a lot of credit to Mercer. They came out and really played their tail off and shot the ball 
really well. I am so proud of our team. It happens a lot in tournament time with a team coming out and 
playing really well. But we didn’t fracture, we stayed connected and we stayed really tough defensively. We 
didn’t panic, and then the ball started going in the hole. We felt pretty good at halftime because we didn’t 
shoot the ball so well and we were only down one. In the second half, we got the lead and we got it going. 
We guarded well the entire game.” 
 
On avoiding the upset 
“Come tournament time, you have to come out and ready to play, regardless of who you play.” 
 
On playing Samford in the semifinals 
“They aren’t [the dark horse] anymore, they are waking up. I said all along that they are the team that are a 
little ahead of schedule. I mean that only because they have everybody back next year, and they have a 
really good point guard sitting out. I think [Samford coach] Scott [Padgett] has done well with his team. Our 
history with them seems to be overtime, every time. We know it is going be a tough game. I like their team a 
lot and we are going to have our hands full.” 
 
ETSU senior guard T.J. Cromer 
On playing Samford in the semifinals 
“They are a great defensive team and well-coached. We know we are going to have to bring it even though 
they are a seven seed. We just know we are going to have to play well in order to win tomorrow.” 
 
ETSU junior guard Desonta Bradford 
On not getting deflated after Mercer’s fast start 
“Before the season started, coach talked about how practice was going to be harder than the game, so we 
were used to [tough situations]. It didn’t bother us too much. We just stayed together.” 
 
On playing Samford in the semifinals 
“They are a great defensive team. We are going to have to bring it all 40 minutes or however long it takes.” 
 
 
Mercer Bears 
Coach Bob Hoffman 
Opening statement 
“Our guys played their tails off. We had a couple loose balls. We didn’t quite go all the way, but we fought 
really hard. We made play after play, but weren’t really able to get much going in the second half. They 
played really tough and physical defense and they’re really good at it. They’re one of the best defensive 
teams in the league. We weren’t able to get to the free-throw line in the first half. They’re a tremendous 
team and very well coached, but they beat our butts. Our guys gave every ounce of effort they had.” 
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On difference after losing the lead in the first half 
“We missed some shots. In the second half, we shot in the 20-percent range and we’re not going to win 
many games doing that. We really scored a lot from the free-throw line in the second half. You just give 
credit to their team, they’re a really good team. Our guys really wanted to win tonight and they showed 
amazing heart in what they gave out there on the floor.” 
 
Mercer junior guard Ria’n Holland  
On difference after losing the lead in the first half 
“Our shot selection and the way we were executing fell off after the first run. They’re a great defensive 
team, they play hard, but we just got down. It’s hard to come back against a good team once you fall in that 
hole. We fought hard and tried to claw our way back in.” 


