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ETSU Bucs 
Coach Steve Forbes 
Opening statement 
“I thought we came out tonight and really played well, and T.J. [Cromer] had a lot to do with that. He didn’t 
shoot the ball well last night, but he does so many other things for our team. Tonight, he got us going. Forty-
one points is a special night. Sometimes when you play these kind of games, I think you need someone to 
step up like that, and he did that.” 
 
“Give a lot of credit to Samford, they have a really good team. We put them in a hole, and we did not let 
them fight out of it until right at the end. They did not have anything to lose but to come at us, and they kept 
playing hard.” 
 
“I am very proud of our team, of our city, of our staff and of our administration for giving us this opportunity 
to put our team in this position. We are looking forward to tomorrow night.” 
 
On reaching the championship 
“We put a lot of work in this year. It all started on June 22 when we had our first summer practice. These 
guys have given me everything they have. We have talent, but you still need to play. They work so hard, 
and we have talked about it a lot and have not shied away from what we wanted. It is something we talk 
about every day at some point in practice, just getting back to this point. Getting the opportunity to play in 
the NCAA tournament is a special thing, and I want it bad for our kids. I want it bad for our city. We have 
nine NCAA tournaments, now it’s time to get double digits.” 
 
ETSU senior guard T.J. Cromer 
On reaching the championship 
“It did not matter what team we face in the championship, we just wanted to get back to the championship. 
It’s just a blessing to be back.” 
 
On his play tonight 
“I really did not know I had it going. I give all the credit to my teammates for getting me open shots and 
finding me in open areas.” 
 
ETSU senior guard A.J. Merriweather 
On reaching the championship against UNCG 
“UNCG is a very competitive team, but that’s just part of the game. We were going to be ready for any 
team.”  
 
On the play of T.J. Cromer 
“He is an elite player, so it is no surprise. Forty-one points on this stage is big, but he has put the work in.” 
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Samford Bulldogs 
Coach Scott Padgett 
Opening statement 
“Defensively, I thought they came out and pressured us early on. We settled a lot. Once we settled on some 
tough shots, I think we allowed that to affect our defensive intensity. When we finally said, ‘All right, we have 
to lay it all out on the line,’ we went to a full out press. I thought our guys did great, but at that point, you 
have to play the perfect game to win. I thought there was one constant for us and that was settling. We had 
about six steals in the second half that we didn’t convert on. I love them for the fight. They really fought 
back.” 
 
Samford junior guard Christen Cunningham 
On the improvement of the program 
“This is year three, and each year we’ve improved. It’s obviously a building block, but it hurts now. What 
coach said, we’ll be able to use tonight’s loss going into next season, to focus in more on the little details, to 
pay attention to the game plan more, and to be locked in. It’s definitely a step in the right direction, but it’s 
not the step we wanted.” 
 
The positives in the two tournament wins 
“When we give effort, we are a good defensive team. We can rebound. We got beat up on the backboards 
during conference play and we didn’t defend well. During this tournament, we’ve had two good defensive 
and rebounding games. Our recipe for success is defense and rebound. That’s what makes championship 
teams.” 


