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Mercer Bears 
Coach Susie Gardner 
Opening statement 
“It was a hard-fought battle, which we knew it would be. [Samford] always plays us tight, and we knew they 
were going to start hitting 3s at some point. I told [my team] during that timeout before the fourth quarter 
that players make plays; it’s not going to just come down to X’s and O’s, it’s going to come down to players 
making plays. I think the very first play that happened after that, Kahlia [Lawrence] got a tip-in. It was a 
hard-fought game. Samford is great. I have so much respect for [Coach] Mike [Morris], and what he has 
done for that program.” 
 
On the fourth quarter 
“I thought we played hard the entire game, so I don’t think we played any harder in the fourth quarter. I just 
saw a sense of urgency. We are this close to finishing, and our goal is to get to Sunday. We knew that we 
had to get stops, and we had to hit shots, and we did both.” 
 
On reaching the championship 
“I am really happy for these guys. We have worked really hard since last year to get the opportunity to play 
against a great Chattanooga team. We have so much respect for them and what they have done in the 
SoCon with all the championships that they’ve won. We are happy that we get to play on Sunday.” 
 
Mercer junior guard Sydni Means 
On facing Chattanooga in the championship 
“It’s great [to be back in the championship game]. It’s been our goal all year to get back to this position. Now 
that we are here, we are ready to play. We are going to get after it in practice, game plan at the hotel, take 
care of our bodies, and be ready for Sunday.” 
 
Mercer junior guard Kahlia Lawrence 
On her play in the fourth quarter 
“We were in the timeout before the fourth quarter, and coach said, ‘players make plays,’ and I’m a player. I 
tried to do everything I could to help my team win the game. Scoring is something people always talk about 
me doing, but I think defense was my biggest task tonight. I didn’t play that great of defense early in the 
game, but towards the end, I think I amped it up to help my team get the win.” 
 
On the championship rematch against Chattanooga 
“It’s something we have been looking forward to since last year. [Reaching the championship] became our 
goal again. It’s great to be back in this position. I am glad my teammates are able to experience this again, 
and we are looking for a different outcome on Sunday.” 
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Samford Bulldogs 
Coach Mike Morris 
Opening statement 
“I think we definitely got beat by a good basketball team today and they’ve proven that for 16 conference 
games. I give them a lot of credit. Coach Susie (Gardner) does a great job and then they have great 
personnel as players. Any time we tied it, or got close, they had another gear. I was hoping they’d run out of 
gears, but they didn’t. They’re good. That’s going to be a heck of a game against Chattanooga. I think 
everybody else will be disappointed because they’re not in the championship game, but I’m super proud of 
our team. The way they came in here and played those two games, I thought they did a good job of 
believing, and the effort was phenomenal. Our leadership from our three seniors is a good example of 
Samford women’s basketball and what we’re about. It’s definitely disappointing. It’s always abrupt and 
emotional when the season ends. I’m proud of our team and the way they came in here and fought since 
we showed up to Asheville.” 
 
On seniors Lydia McGee, Brittany Stevens and Ellen Riggins 
“I think they mean everything, in terms of our core values as a basketball program. They’ve fought for those, 
and they’ve stood for those. They’ve all seen it from different spots. I’m just super proud. What they’re about 
and their character just means everything to our team. I’ve been at Samford 23 years and I think these 
three young ladies represent Samford University.” 
 
Samford redshirt senior guard Lydia McGee 
On what she is going to miss most about Samford women’s basketball 
“I think the moments with the team. Coach (Morris) always talks about the locker room being like a sacred 
area; I’ll definitely miss that. Being a part of a team, a part of something that’s bigger than yourself, and 
being able to buy into something, are probably my favorite things about being a part of the Samford’s 
women’s basketball program. I’ll miss the opportunity to compete and I’ll definitely miss basketball, but more 
than anything, I’ll miss those moments with my team. The relationships that we’ve built with each other and 
the coaches. I can’t say enough about how much they mean to me as individuals, and I think that shows in 
the way we play on the court. That’s definitely what I’m going to miss the most is just those interactions with 
my teammates.” 


