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Samford Bulldogs 
Head Coach Bennie Seltzer 

Opening Statement … “Tough game the Bulldogs lost today. It’s really tough when you lose the rebounding 
battle by 10 and your best player goes 1-13. Bottom line is that we just aren’t a good enough ball club to where 
we can overcome that part of it. Defensively, I thought we made some good plays. I thought we got key stops at 
certain times, but it was just a tough day for the Bulldogs.” 
 
On his first year as head coach… “That seems to be what I hear a lot, talking about how surprised they are at 
how well we’ve done. Personally, I’m with those guys every single day and they work their tails off. We won nine 
games in the SoCon. We lost four overtime games and a number games by one, two, and three points. The 
success that we had that everyone seems to be surprised about, doesn’t surprise us at all. We worked to get to 
that point and quite frankly, we should have won more than we’ve done. I don’t know why everyone seems to 
be so surprised at Samford winning nine games in this league. We think we should have won more. We just have 
to get better and that’s what we will do.” 
 
On the difference between this game and the two regular-season matchups… “We never try to depend on 
offense to be our mainstay in terms of how we are going to win basketball games. Shooting 39 percent from the 
percent is a recipe for winning. There are key plays and key moments during the game where we didn’t come up 
with a loose ball here, key rebounds, or a key stop. There was a couple of loose balls where they picked up and 
knocked down a three. Those plays in a game this close really hurt when you look back at it. We just didn’t make 
enough plays defensively.” 

 
 
 
 

Furman Paladins 

Head Coach Jeff Jones 
Opening statement … “I’m really happy for our guys. I think it’s been a challenging season for us due to having so 
many injuries and so many ups and downs. For them to come out with the type of purpose, diligence and mental 
toughness that they displayed tonight was very gratifying to see.” 

 
 
On the key moments in the second half… “I think that the big fella, Colin Reddick, had some possessions where 
he did a good job of making it tough for them to get the ball into Tim Williams. I thought we made some great 
plays penetrating and driving to the basket and finishing through contact. It kept us ahead. One of the things 
that was important for us tonight is that we never had to chase the game. The game never got to a point where 
we were spending to get back into the game. We were able to kind of stay within a standard of deviation, so to 
speak. We were able to do what we do and that was extremely helpful. I think it was consistent effort from the 
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onset of the game. We executed offense reasonably well. We played defense with purpose. We took care of the 
ball and we got the ball inside. Colin, even though he didn’t score well, did a good job of getting it inside and 
throwing it back out and getting us some great looks.” 
 
On the tournament atmosphere… “It’s a chance for a new start. It’s a chance to get past whatever flaws and 
demerits that you have garnered throughout the course of the season. It gives you a chance to try and do some 
things. Our league, beyond Davidson, does not have that great of a variance between two and twelve. I think 
that was probably what was on display tonight. I think Bennie has done a great job with his team. I don’t think 
his team is so much more talented or so much better than our team that we can’t come in and have a chance to 
beat them, which we were obviously able to do this evening.” 
 
On if he had a strategy for defending Raijon Kelly… “We just tried to guard him straight up. We didn’t try to do 
anything special. I thought he was a little bit off. That sometimes happens when you come into a new arena. He 
just had a tough night. We probably had a little bit to do with that but he just had a tough night. I did think in the 
second half maybe he was searching for shots. He did a great job taking care of the ball. He did a great job of 
getting the ball to others. He just didn’t shoot as well tonight as he normally does. He’s a very good player. I 
know he’s one of the guys I voted for all-conference.” 
 
Senior guard Bobby Austin 
On what went through his head at free throw line at the end of the game… “Just making the shots. I was pretty 
confident that I could make the shots by going up there and just following through. I was very confident.” 
 
On how he felt going into the game…. “One thing I wanted to do was leave it out on the floor.  I didn’t want to 
have any regrets knowing that this could be my last college basketball game. I’m really proud of our guys and I’m 
glad we got the win.” 


