
Appalachian State University · College of Charleston · The Citadel · Davidson College 

Elon University · Furman University · Georgia Southern University · University of North Carolina at Greensboro  
Samford University · University of Tennessee at Chattanooga · Western Carolina University · Wofford College 

 

2013 Southern Conference  

Basketball Tournament 
 

 

 
No. 2 Elon vs. No. 10 UNCG 

March 9, 2013 

 
 
 
UNCG Spartans 
Head Coach Wes Miller 

Opening Statement … “It was a really tough year. There is no other way to put it. I feel that way. Our assistant 
coaches feel that way. Our players feel that way. We lost 13 games including tonight where it was within one or 
two possessions in the last two minutes of the game. When you lose that many close ones your record isn’t 
going to look like you want it to. That’s tough. It’s been frustrating and tough on us because we had 
expectations. When I think back about this year, I think the one thing I’ll remember is the close ones we lost but 
the thing that will go along with it is that the kids kept fighting. They never gave in. Certainly we took our lumps 
and had our days and our moments, but they kept fighting to the end. I think they proved that in this 
tournament.” 
 

“Elon is a good basketball team. That’s three tough games we’ve had against them. Two of them have gone 
down to the wire. We made some nice plays down the stretch. They just made more of them. I was really 
pleased with the looks we got in the last five minutes of the game. I thought we got a lot of clean looks with 
some of our best shooters and scorers. They didn’t go down. They got a couple of clean looks. Isenbarger’s three 
at the top of the key was backbreaking jump shot. He’s a big-time player and he made a big-time shot. I’m proud 
of this team and their effort and fight. I’m frustrated with the season but I’m really proud of how they handled 
this weekend after having that frustrating regular season.” 
 
On the looks his team got… “Down the stretch I thought we had good looks. Throughout the course of the game 
it is not that simple. They do a tremendous job with their help side defense. When you drive, you drive into 
bodies. I thought we drove trying to create contact. We didn’t get whistles and didn’t get to the line. That makes 
your percentage go way down. I thought we made the same plays last night, created contact and got to the line. 
We did a nice job getting to the paint, I just didn’t think we converted those plays by scoring or getting to the 
free-throw line. Elon does an incredible job of guarding you with their bodies and not their hands. I think if you 
watch Elon or Davidson in this tournament you are going to see some of the most physical teams in college 
basketball and they do it without their hands. That’s a very interesting thing that nobody talks about. They are 
the two most physical teams in our league and they don’t do it with their hands at all. I think that’s one of the 
reasons they are so successful defensively. That affected us tonight.” 

 
Junior guard Trevis Simpson  
On missed three late in the game…“I felt like it was a good look. I just have to knock them down. That’s what it 
comes down to. Elon stepped up and knocked down some big shots. We had some shots at the end of the game 
that we just didn’t knock down.” 
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Elon Phoenix 
 
Head Coach Matt Matheny  
 

Opening statement…. "We’re excited to survive and advance. In many ways we feel like survive is the word to 
characterize the victory. I thought we defended for forty minutes the way we wanted to defend, with an 
aggression and good preparation. I thought we contested a lot of their shots. We didn’t contest enough. I 
thought they had some really good looks. We just couldn’t put them away. They hung in. We were fortunate 
they missed some looks late. We survived. We’re happy we survived and advance." 

 
 

On the difference in tonight’s game against UNCG compared to their meeting last week…. “Last week we played 
really well in the second half offensively and shot the ball really well. That afforded us the opportunity to pull 
away last week. Tonight, I thought the biggest difference was how UNCG chased rebounds and loose balls. I 
thought we defended really well. We contested a lot of shots but they got 15 offensive rebounds. There were 
times when we needed a stop and when we thought we had one, they kept their possession going because they 
got offensive rebounds. I thought those were the two differences in tonight’s game as opposed to last week’s 
game." 

 
 
Senior forward Lucas Troutman 
On Trevis Simpson…“Anytime a shooter like Simpson puts up a shot it has the possibility to go in. He’s a great 
shooter. He has the ability to score in and outside the paint. Shots like that worry you a little bit, but the way our 
guards were firing out and the way they were getting a hand up made him more uncomfortable.” 
 
On the play of Elon’s juniors…“It’s very important. A lot of the junior guys are leaders on the team. They’ve really 
stepped up the past few games. Ryley has really stepped up rebounding and scoring points, especially when I 
was out. He’s continued to play well. Sebastian has knocked down threes. Jack needs to get well. Being our main 
point guard and his ability to score, having him is going to be a big benefit to us. Josh has really stepped up. 
That’s the great thing about our team is the depth that we have. The guys we have are able to step up.” 


