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Samford Bulldogs 
Coach Scott Padgett 
Opening statement 
“It’s one of those things where every game we’ve had has been a battle and we talked about it going into 
the game that no matter who you’re playing, it’s going to be a war. We’ve had so many of those wars where 
we came up on the short end of the stick. What we talked about before the game was that none of those 
matter anymore. It’s 0-0. All we have to do is figure out how to make a couple more plays than these teams 
now. Our conference record doesn’t matter. Everyone has the same record coming into it. What helped us, 
the last time we played them on Senior Night, was we couldn’t find ways necessarily to find that big bucket, 
but we were getting stops down the stretch. Even tonight, we had a couple of opportunities in regulation that 
we could made a basket or something here or there to put it away, but we didn’t. But, we came up with a 
stop when we needed to to keep the thing going into overtime. In overtime, we got some big stops and 
made some big plays. I think the big play was CC (Christen Cunningham) driving and kicking it over to Matt 
Rose and him making that huge 3. We talk about making the right play no matter what it is. Both CC and 
Darius (Jones-Gibson) were rolling tonight and playing really well, attacking the basket.” 
 
On getting a conference postseason win 
“I think every win we have in this program is huge right now. The better we are, the more wins we get, it’s a 
step forward in the right direction. Our record right now, we would love it to be better, but this program in the 
next couple years is going to be where we want it to be, and that’s top of the SoCon. It’s started with Darius 
and CC and this group of seniors because they stayed when they could have all left. They have showed 
faith in me and this program and what we are all about. It takes time to build a program, and we’re taking a 
step in the right direction.” 
 
Senior Darius Jones-Gibson 
On game’s intensity 
“We knew the game would come down to who wanted it the most. We knew that it wasn’t going to be a 
blowout no matter how much you get up by. So, when they went on their run, we had to keep fighting. We 
knew it was going to be an intense game. At first, there wasn’t a lot of fouls called and they were letting you 
play through it. We were telling them to go strong and finish. That type of game really helped us get 
prepared for tomorrow because Chatt’s the type of team that’ll try to bully you around. So, when they 
started playing physical, it made us elevate our game more.” 
 
Sophomore Christen Cunningham 
On play when Matt Rose hit big 3 
“We ran a play and it was an iso for me. I knew I had a shooter in the corner and the defender jumped the 
play. He got himself out of position, so I was going to the lane and I knew that there was only one 
(defender) left and I knew he was going to have to guard me and I’d have Matt in the corner or he’d have to 
stay home and I’d have a layup, so he got caught in between. So, I kicked it and soon as I passed it, I knew 
it was good. I’ve seen him make that shot 100 times.” 
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VMI Keydets 
Coach Dan Earl 
Opening statement 
“Obviously, it’s disappointing to be here on the losing end of things. Give Samford a lot of credit for playing 
hard throughout. I thought both teams played hard throughout. They did a good job of driving us multiple 
times. They were driving the ball to the basket trying to get fouls and did a good job there. They beat us on 
the boards, which was unfortunate. That was a big key to the game. I think they outrebounded us by seven. 
We had some costly turnovers, and some timely turnovers which hurt us. With all that said, I’m proud of our 
guys. I’m proud of the way we moved forward as a program. Certainly, losing is never fun or acceptable, but 
I think we’ve gotten better towards the end of the year. It’s unfortunate with this outcome tonight, but I’m 
proud of the seniors. We started to have some senior leadership down the stretch. I’m certainly appreciative 
of all the guys. They’ve had a coaching change and changing styles. I’m appreciative of them accepting me 
and our coaching staff, and I think we are going to continue to grow and get better in the future.” 
 
On the difference in the game 
“I felt both teams were fighting hard. Sometimes the difference is just the bounce of the ball, getting a 50-50 
ball, knocking down a tough layup, or not turning the ball over. At the end of the day, I think that’s what it is. 
They made a couple of extra plays and we didn’t. It could have gone either way. Both teams played very 
hard. I certainly want to give Samford credit. They played hard and were able to drive the ball a little bit 
against us.” 
 
VMI senior guard Tim Marshall 
On his final game at VMI 
“It’s been a hell of ride. I appreciate every single one of our guys. I’m appreciative of the coaching staff. 
They were really patient with us from start to finish. Jordan Weethee, Phil Anglade and I just wanted to 
leave it out there on the line knowing that it could possibly be our last game in a VMI uniform. It sucks to 
lose but I’m proud to be able to say I played for VMI basketball.” 
 
On QJ Peterson 
“He’s a special player. He leaves it out there each and every night. He gives it night in and night out. Just 
based of his stats, having 14 rebounds as a 6-foot shooting guard is unheard of. I thank QJ a lot. He’s my 
right-hand man. He provides a lot for this team. He’s won us a lot of ballgames. I really thank him for that, 
because if it wasn’t for him, we would have a lot more losses. I just want him to keep his head up. His future 
is very, very bright.” 
 
VMI junior guard QJ Peterson 
On tonight’s game 
“The turnovers were my fault. I had six turnovers. The turnovers came at a crucial time. They were trusting 
me to have the ball in my hands late, and I really didn’t capitalize on that. I turned the ball over six times, but 
I do thank these guys for trusting me to keep the ball in my hand late-game. This one hurts for sure. It sucks 
losing in the tournament because it’s win or go home. I hate to see the seniors going out on a loss. It’s 
unfortunate.” 
 
On the play of Samford’s Darius Jones-Gibson 
“He’s a very good player. He’s pretty shifty, and athletic, too. There were a couple of times where he drove 
right past me because my closeouts were horrible. If I want to win the game, my closeouts have to be way 
better. I’m one of the quicker guys on the court and there were times where he just drove right around me 
and shot layups or got fouls on our big men. I take full credit for that. If I want to win, or we want to win, 
those type of things have to matter to us. We have to cut guys off. It all starts with me guarding one of their 
better players. Their team feeds off of him, as well. I have to accept the challenge and get better 
defensively.” 


