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Mercer Bears 
Coach Bob Hoffman 
Opening statement 
“It was a tremendous college basketball game. Coach (Duggar) Baucom is one of the best coaches in the 
country. We tried to prepare for everything that they could possibly run, from triangle-and-two, to box-and-
one, to run-and-jump. They went zone more than they had in a while. We just couldn’t get a few shots to go 
early. Our guys kept sticking to it. I thought at halftime we talked very specifically about what we needed to 
do to attack the zone. We came out and executed much better. The guys looked like they were freed up a 
little bit. We were still passing the ball too much. We should have finished. The Citadel fought with 
everything they had. That’s the type of league we have. Anybody can win in any game. We’re fortunate to 
win this one. It’s a serious blessing.” 
 
On winning a close game after struggling down the stretch of the regular season 
“We were winning a lot of those early, but we hadn’t won in a while. It had been a month, I think, but it felt 
like a year. Our guys have been practicing hard and our coaches have continued to stay positive. We try to 
keep pushing them. The credit goes to these guys. The play that Phil Leonard made at the end where he 
ran the ball down and went to the rim was an unbelievable pass. Ethan Stair had a great pass to Stephon 
Jelks at the end. But that one play where it was between two people, Phil was not going to be denied. He 
got all the way to the glass. That’s what a senior is supposed to do, and he did it.” 
 
On facing ETSU tomorrow 
“Both games were one-possession games. Coach (Steve) Forbes has done an outstanding job this year. 
They have great talent and multiple shooters. We’re happy to play again. The good thing is that we’ve been 
on the floor once, and we found a way to win tonight. We’re going to give them all we’ve got tomorrow.” 
 
 
Mercer senior guard Phillip Leonard 
On surviving to play another day 
“It’s win or go home right now. We said in the locker room that we wanted to come out like we did. We had 
to be more aggressive and push the ball. That’s what we did. We came out and got it done.” 

 
Mercer sophomore forward Stephon Jelks 
On struggling from the floor before scoring the game-winning basket 
“I just wasn’t hitting. My teammates stepped up. Coach kept getting on me about it. I know I’m supposed to 
score, but my teammates stepped up. The last basket came when it mattered. They shot the free throw and 
missed it. I got the rebound. I feel like those were the two most important plays of the day.” 
 

 
 


