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ETSU Buccaneers 
Coach Steve Forbes 
Opening statement 
“When I took this job a year ago, I said I wanted to play meaningful games in March. Here we are, and 
we’re about to play a meaningful game in March. Not that these weren’t, because they are, but this is the 
most meaningful one that we could play. That’s a credit to our team, our staff and our seniors. Our seniors 
have been unbelievable ever since I took the job. The two guys that were remaining when I got here, Petey 
McClain and Lester Wilson, completely bought in. I brought in Deuce Bello and Ge’Lawn Guyn at the end of 
the summer and they have just bonded to become an incredible group of seniors. Tonight’s game was a 
tough game. Our team has evolved into a pretty good defensive team. It wasn’t that way at the beginning. It 
takes time, and I knew that. I think in the past month, we’ve defended well. I thought tonight we really 
defended. Stephen Croone is a really good player and he’s a hard guard. I thought we did a nice job, Petey 
and Desonta (Bradford) especially, kept him away from the basket and forced him to take tough 2s. We 
knew they couldn’t beat us from 3. We had to take away the 2s, and we did the best we could. On offense, 
when we shared it, we were pretty good. They’re a good defensive team. They play good position defense. 
You have to move the ball. When we didn’t, we didn’t get good looks. Peter Jurkin and Isaac Banks gave us 
about 19 and 10 or something like that inside combined. That was a big difference for us, too, in this third 
game. The first game, they spread us out and drove us like crazy. We did a bad job and they beat us. The 
second time we played them, we guarded them better on the perimeter but we didn’t guard them inside. 
Tonight, I thought it was a pretty much complete game for 40 minutes.” 

 
On the play of Petey McClain 
“I’ve never seen a team be second in the league in scoring and play four-on-five all the time. That’s what we 
do a lot because they don’t guard him. That’s how good he is. He’s impactful. I believe you have to find 
people’s strengths and stay away from their weaknesses. I think Petey’s positives far outweigh his 
negatives. Maybe he’s not a great offensive player but a lot of that’s in his head. He does so much more. 
He distributes. He’s a leader. He’s tough. He defends. He gets loose balls. I think we’re just lucky to have 
him.” 
 
 
 
Furman Paladins 
Coach Niko Medved 
Opening statement 
“Obviously, at some point in time, your season is going to have to come to an end, and unfortunately, it was 
tonight. Got to give a lot of credit to East Tennessee State, I thought they played their tails off on both ends 
of the floor and they have a lot of guys who made plays and we came up a little bit short tonight. It’s difficult, 
I have a great group of kids; the three seniors are not here with me today, but that’s hard for those guys. 
There is nothing I can say that will make them feel better about tonight. I know from when they got here and 
from where they left, they’ve done some pretty amazing things for this program, and people who have 
followed us know that. They don’t really realize that for a little while yet, but I couldn’t be prouder of them 



The Citadel · East Tennessee State University · Furman University 
Mercer University · University of North Carolina at Greensboro · Samford University 

University of Tennessee at Chattanooga · Virginia Military Institute · Western Carolina University · Wofford College 

 

and to coach this group of kids every day. I have the best job in the world. Just came up a little 
shorthanded. We’re disappointed because we felt like we had an opportunity to win the whole thing, but we 
came up a bit short, and that’s sports, and that’s life.” 
 
On game 
“I thought the key stretch in the game was when we were up five, 25-20, and Lester Wilson came in and 
buried two straight 3s. I don’t think we ever led again after that. We kind of played close and we were 
hanging on there by a thread, but they just pulled away late. I thought we got frustrated on the offensive end 
there at the end of the first half and I thought we let that frustration affect us on the defensive end. We 
weren’t as quite as locked in and physical we needed to be. They got some guys, they got some guys that 
can make some shots. Ge’Lawn Guyn was just outstanding tonight. I thought some of our frustration on the 
offensive end transferred to the other end, and I thought that was a huge difference.” 
 
Junior Kris Acox 
On looking forward to next year 
“Obviously, (we’ll have) a lot of confidence. We had a good year. We kind of turned this whole thing around. 
We are going to lose three key guys from this year. It’s going to be tough, but we’ll have some guys 
stepping up and I guess use the offseason to get back together and try to get better. Like I said, we’re going 
to have a lot of confidence stepping into next season.” 
 
On talk with seniors after the game 
“We didn’t say a whole lot. It’s tough after a loss like this and the end of the season and to know they have 
to leave now. We were trying to be encouraging and bring them up and be positive. We told them that we 
loved them and we loved playing every minute together.” 
 
Sophomore Devin Sibley 
On looking forward to next year 
“The biggest thing is to recover from it. We have a young team and it’s tough right now, but, we’ll definitely 
build off of our confidence. We’ll go back over the stuff we altered. Just build up on our defense. Better 
communication.” 


