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Mercer Bears 
Coach Susie Gardner 
Opening statement 
“The one thought I had before we left the hotel was that the worst-case scenario would be for Khalia 
Lawrence to get in foul trouble in the first half. She got in trouble in the first quarter. I thought KeKe 
Calloway came in and hit some huge shots for us. Sydni Means played great at the point as she has all 
year. We got down 11-0 but we called timeout. Not once this year has there been panic during a timeout. 
Sydni just says, “We’ve got this, Coach.” So I say, “Okay. Let’s go get it.” I think UNCG is a really good 
team. We just found a way.” 
 
On starting the game down 11-0 
“We talked before the game about getting down or getting up. We wanted to keep living in the moment and 
not worry about the score. We tried to make adjustments to things that were hurting us defensively and 
make good calls offensively. We adjusted, but mostly we just settled them down to make sure our team was 
okay. Once we felt like they were okay, we told them to go start their game.” 
 
On the play of freshman Amanda Thompson 
“Amanda is one of those players who you don’t see what she does in the stat sheet. She does little things. 
She sets hard screens and get the crazy offensive rebounds even at 5-foot-9. She had to play a lot of 
minutes in the first half with Kahlia in foul trouble. She’s been like that all year. I don’t think she gets enough 
credit, honestly. Her teammates appreciate her and her coach appreciates her. She’s a big reason why we 
have been successful this year.” 
 
Mercer freshman guard KeKe Calloway 
On her confidence during today’s game 
“I just wanted to focus on getting in the game and stepping up and making a difference. I just wanted to help 
the team out and get the win.” 
 
Mercer sophomore Kahlia Lawrence 
On her cold shooting today 
“I’m happy that it happened today during the win. I wasn’t hitting but my teammates stepped up when I was 
out throughout the game. KeKe had a stellar game. The rest of my teammates were playing well like they 
usually do. Sydni handled the ball and was getting to the rim. I’m just happy my teammates were able to 
pull through.” 
 
Mercer sophomore guard Sydni Means 
On her defense in the win 
“I got my hands on a few balls, but I can always do better on defense. I should have taken away the high 
post a little bit more, so I have a little bit of work to do on defense, but I was able to get my hands on a few 
passes. I think I have a knack for it and it helped us out today.” 

 


