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Furman Paladins 
Coach Jackie Carson 
Opening statement 
“I’m proud of our girls. It is always a tough battle against ETSU. We knew this one was going to be close. 
Hats off to the players in their program and to their coaching staff and the entire program. We knew it was 
going to be a battle. We said it was going to be a game of runs, and that’s exactly what it was, and that we 
had to withstand their scorers; they have outstanding scorers in (Tianna) Tarter and (Shamauria) Bridges. 
We knew they would catch on fire at any time. I’m proud of the girls. Defensively, we did what we needed to 
do and we didn’t have very many breakdowns; which you can’t have happen in tournament time. These two 
(Whitney Bunn and Holli Wilkins) put the team on their back and our girls did a good job of withstanding 
their barrage of points. We’re going to celebrate this for about 10 more minutes before we move on to 
Mercer.” 
 
On team’s performance 
“We knew we lost some games on 50-50 balls and we knew we lost some games by getting outrebounded. 
We knew we had to correct that this week in practice and that’s exactly what they did. They (ETSU) got too 
many ‘O’ boards in my eyes. We were diving on balls and securing it. It’s tournament time and anything can 
happen. We took our first step today and I’m proud of them for their gritty effort.” 
 
Junior Whitney Bunn 
On taking the bull by the horns 
“I always look for Holli (Wilkins) because I know she’s a good scorer and we’re two leaders on the court. 
When things were going bad and they were making runs, we were talking to the team and telling them, ‘We 
got it’. We wanted to make stops on defense so we could get back to scoring.” 
 
Senior Holli Wilkins  
On coach’s advice 
“She told us big players have to step up in big games and we both knew how big of a game this is because 
at this point it is win or go home. I was trying to keep focused and keep our composure when they went on 
big runs.” 
 
 

 
ETSU Buccaneers 
Coach Brittney Ezell 
Opening statement 
“The four versus five matchup is painful. It is the best matchup of the day, and maybe the best matchup of 
the tournament. If one possession goes your way, the ballgame could go either way. Congratulations to 
Furman. Good for them. I thought our kids battled and competed. I’m proud of them. If the people writing 
about us or follow us knew what this team had to go through just to get here, then you’d be on your feet in 
applause. But we aren’t making excuses. We didn’t get the job done today. Congratulations to Furman.” 



The Citadel · East Tennessee State University · Furman University 
Mercer University · University of North Carolina at Greensboro · Samford University 

University of Tennessee at Chattanooga · Virginia Military Institute · Western Carolina University · Wofford College 

 

 
On how ETSU battled to the end 
“I think that is who we are. I think that is what have established in our program. I think there will never be a 
situation where you are ever going to question our kids laying down. It is never going to happen. I think it 
speaks to the heart of our kids, and their resiliency, their toughness, and their competitive nature. Especially 
Shamauria Bridges, Tianna Tarter, and Chandler Christopher. They were big for us all season and they 
have been big for us the past two years. It’s hard to break up the big three, as they call themselves. They 
laid it all on the line and had guts today. I was very proud of them.” 
 
On what her team moving forward 
“Last year’s group and this year’s group could not be any more different with the makeup that we had, the 
experience we had, and the personalities that we had. This year was honestly up and down constantly. With 
young players, it is hard to figure out when they are going to show up and when they’re not. I told them 
about a week ago was that the interesting part about rollercoasters is they always come back to the start. 
So we’ll go back to the start and hopefully we’ll change our path. There are going to be some things that 
have to be changed within that locker room. Either their work ethic or their buy-in. Even as coaches, we’ve 
got to do what we can do. On the way in here, Shamauria breaks down into tears and says, “Coach, you 
have to get me some help.” I feel good about who we have coming in, but if I’m sitting in that locker room 
and my starting 2-guard says that to me, I would take that very personally. Some of our kids need to take it 
personally and take it as a challenge.”  
 
ETSU junior guard Shamauria Bridges 
On playing this season with Chandler Christopher and Tianna Tarter 
“It was enjoyable. I had a lot of fun playing with Chandler and Tianna. The chemistry was awesome. It is 
going to be hard changing next year. It’s going to be up to me and Tianna next year. Hopefully everybody 
will get on board.” 

 
 


