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Mercer Bears 
Coach Susie Gardner 
Opening statement 
“Obviously, with a quick turnaround, I have to give credit to coach (Ben) Wierz(ba) with the scout in the 
ballroom. Our focus was just amazing last night. From the get go, Kahlia (Lawrence) hit her first few shots, 
so that was a blessing, compared to yesterday. Sydni (Means) played an amazing basketball game, but 
everyone did. I felt like we played one of our better games of the year. I have so much respect for Jackie 
(Carson) and the job she does at Furman. I think she is class. I think her kids play hard and they are well-
coached. I really respect Furman’s entire program.” 
 
On fourth period 
“It felt like we amped up our defense a little bit. We were flying around a little bit. Rachel (Selph), who I’ve 
complained about not being tough, had nine rebounds and few blocked shots. I felt like Rachel played 
tougher. We were going after loose balls. Brittnee Broadway was flying into the scorer’s table. I do 
remember Sydni getting to the rim a whole lot. We hit our free throws, as well.” 
 
To play in championship game 
“It hasn’t sunk in, in all honesty. I was very concerned with Furman. We barely beat them last Saturday. I 
really haven’t had much time to digest this. I’m happy for the players. These guys work so hard and I’m 
happy they get to experience the joy they feel right now. It is one more game and it is pretty daggum 
exciting. In October, there is no way we are sitting here talking about a championship, starting three 
freshmen and two sophomores. I’m really thrilled for these guys.” 

g 
Sophomore Sydni Means 
On getting to the basket 
“Coach always tells me I can take it in and to be smart with my takes. This game, when I saw the lane was 
open, I decided to take it to the basket at the opportune times and it worked out for me at this game.” 
 
On playing in championship game 
“We have one more and we’re ready and focused, but we’re also excited that we have the opportunity to get 
to this game and we’re ready for our next scout.” 
 
Sophomore Kahlia Lawrence 
On knocking down early shots 
“It was falling for me, I guess, when I first got out there. Thankfully, the first couple went in and I got in a 
rhythm. I just did what I normally do.” 
 
 

 
 
 



The Citadel · East Tennessee State University · Furman University 
Mercer University · University of North Carolina at Greensboro · Samford University 

University of Tennessee at Chattanooga · Virginia Military Institute · Western Carolina University · Wofford College 

 

Furman Paladins 
Coach Jackie Carson 
Opening statement 
“First of all, congratulations to Mercer. I think the whole game, I never felt like we were in sync offensively. 
Defensively, I think we did a solid job until late of doing what we need to do to limit (Kahlia) Lawrence’s 
touches. We tried to get her out of the game a little bit mentally. Hats off to them. Those kids played hard. 
Coach (Susie) Gardner is an outstanding coach. She’s built that program and has a great environment for 
women’s basketball. Hats off to them for a good win. I’m proud of my team. I’m proud of Holli Wilkins. I’m 
trying to not have an interview like I had last year where you couldn’t understand me because I was crying 
the whole time. What hurts the most is that she’s done so much for our program, Holli, Kelsey Ellis and 
Shianne Goodwin, and we couldn’t get the goal that they wanted to get. Holli has helped build this program. 
She’s done outstanding things, not only for our program, but for Furman University and our community. 
Hopefully, she’s got a lot of basketball ahead of her, it’ll just be in a different jersey. It’s a tough one. I 
wholeheartedly believed we were going to win this championship. So to see that cut short is tough.”  
 
On the impact of Mercer’s Sydni Means 
“She was great today with 25 points. Sydni has had a good tournament. She’s done an outstanding job of 
leading her team and playing the top of their zone with a lot of aggression. We knew what she was going to 
do, we just didn’t do enough with keeping her off the free-throw line. She shot 10 free throws. She stepped 
up. Usually her free-throw percentage isn’t that good. She’s done what she needs to do to help her team 
excel. She did it in the first game, and she did it against us today. I’m sure that’s a career high for her. She 
was 8-for-14, which is an outstanding percentage. Our focus was limiting Lawrence, and we didn’t expect 
her to hurt us. That’s an outstanding game for her. She basically took over the game.” 
 
On Mercer’s late run 
“I felt like we were flat. We didn’t have the energy and intensity for a tournament game. Our kids are tired 
but everybody is tired in the tournament. We didn’t generate that energy until we hit a bucket, and by that 
time, they went on a run. We had two baseline turnovers that gave them a little momentum. They did a 
good job of slowing the pace down and hitting buckets when it counted. We were the elder team. They’re 
freshmen and sophomores, but they played with more poise down the stretch than we did. We have to 
figure out a way to adjust that. The things that have hurt us all season were the things that were our demise 
today. We can’t give up offensive boards. We can’t turn the ball over. We have to make layups. I think we 
missed 20 layups today. That really deflated us, to be honest. We had wide-open looks that we missed and 
they hit every layup they shot. Those are things we have to get in the gym and correct. We have to have 
more poise, finish down the stretch and play to a championship caliber.”  
 
 
 

 
 
 


