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Chattanooga Mocs 
Coach Jim Foster 
On Mercer’s second-half run 
“They’re a very good team. They’re very well coached. They were going to make a run. Good teams do 
that. They don’t quit. They threw a wrinkle at us and we were a little frazzled for a second, but once we got 
our heads about us, they were giving us opportunities. With what they were doing defensively, we just had 
to make a few extra passes. We were trying to make one pass and make something happen. When people 
do that to you, if you make three or four passes, you’re going to get a quality shot. Once we figured that out, 
we took care of our business.” 

 
On the defensive effort on KeKe Calloway 
“We knew we had to guard her and made some adjustments. That took care of that. Her last 3 was a 
scramble. A lot of people were out of position and she just hung out behind the 3-point line. She’s fortunate 
they got the ball because if we got the ball, there was nobody back defensively. So it was just one of those 
freaky things. We adjusted to her, and I think we did a much better job in the second half than we did in the 
first.” 
 
On UTC’s improved 3-point shooting 
“We have sneakily become a good 3-point shooting team. If you were to look at our 3-point shooting stats 
from that little blip we had in the middle of our conference season, you would see that they’re significantly 
better than if you just looked at the overall stats. We have consciously worked on that. We have a drill that 
we used called ’55,’ and we’ve gotten better as a result of that drill, mindset and tweaking people’s 
techniques. We made some suggestions, one of the suggestions being that we cut practice back. We don’t 
practice as much, but I want them to still shoot. I want them to come in and get shots up or go to the arena 
and get shots up. Keiana and Aryanna Gilbert come in early every day to catch up with the sister stuff. They 
chat but they shoot a lot. They’re both shooting the ball better. Red (Alicia Payne) grabs a coach early or 
late because of her busy schedule as a senior. Coaches rebound for her. I think a lot of hard work has 
made us a better 3-point shooting team.” 
 
Chattanooga senior guard Alicia Payne 
On winning her fourth SoCon title and wearing the net around her neck for the first time 
“This is the first time I’ve gotten it. It feels good just to win with my team. After all the stuff we have been 
through this year, off the court and on the court, it means a whole lot.” 
 
Chattanooga sophomore guard Keiana Gilbert 
“I think the confidence I have now is a huge reason that I make most of my shots now. That’s what I lacked 
towards the beginning of the season, because I didn’t shoot the ball as much. I think now that I have 
confidence, I am more confident in taking certain shots and thinking they will go in.” 
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Mercer Bears 
Coach Susie Gardner 
Opening statement 
“Obviously, we’re a disappointed locker room. We also know Chattanooga is a very good basketball team 
and they represent the Southern Conference exceptionally well in the NCAA tournament. I would like to 
stray and say I’m so proud of Sydni (Means). I’m not going to say that there was someone on the (All-
SoCon) first or second team that shouldn’t have been on there, but I’m going to say that the Southern 
Conference knows who Sydni Means is now. I couldn’t be more proud of the way she played these last few 
days. We got a young team. I haven’t said that, I’ve stayed away from saying we’ve had a young team, but 
we do. We got down 13 and we could have lost by 20, but we ended up getting the lead and we made it 
close and made it exciting. I’m proud of our players and very proud of our team.” 
 
On fourth-quarter run 
“We had our halfcourt press that worked. It’s one of those presses, however, that you don’t run the whole 
game. It is very, very fatiguing. You typically run it two or three possessions to try to get a little bit of 
momentum and coach (Jim) Foster called a timeout pretty quickly. So, we went back to man and then we 
brought it back towards the end. Sydni was playing the back of it and the back is very hard. I don’t know 
how many minutes she played, but I think Queen (Alford) or (Keiana) Gilbert hit a 3 in the corner; which kind 
of ended the game. It’s hard to get back and forth when she’s played so many minutes. The trap worked 
well for us this year and got us back in the game.” 
 
On KeKe Calloway in the first half 
“She had a really good one Thursday and not so good on Friday. She’s kind of an up-and-down player, so 
I’m never really sure which KeKe is going to show up, in all honesty. It’s always good for KeKe when she 
hits her first shot. She helped us a lot tonight with her shooting.” 
 
Sophomore Sydni Means 
On team’s fight in the fourth quarter 
“I think it says, not just in this game, we’ve gotten down in games before and we are a team that fights and 
has heart and when things aren’t going our way, we keep pushing and don’t throw in the towel. We like to 
keep fighting.” 
 
Sophomore Kahlia Lawrence 
On foul trouble 
“Obviously, I didn’t want to be in foul trouble, and that’s never the case. With that being said, it happened 
and it didn’t bother me necessarily because I trust in my teammates. We’re not a one-player team. We have 
a good team and I’m surrounded by good players. I didn’t really hit shots like I usually do.” 

 


