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Furman Paladins
Head coach Jackie Carson
Opening statement
“I’m just proud of this team, the grit that they’ve shown, the last two games in particular. We’ve had a lot of ups and downs,
and I think a lot of people counted us out, but we never stopped believing. This team is special. I think a lot of people are
seeing that. Hopefully, we can continue this on Sunday.”
On Milica Manojlovic’s go-ahead 3-pointer with 2:36 left in the fourth quarter
“Today’s Milica’s birthday, and she gave us a good birthday present with that 3.”
On withstanding Chattanooga’s scoring run in the fourth quarter
“They had a ton of momentum. We just said ‘They’re throwing their punches. We’ve got to withstand and we’ve got to throw a
punch back.’ And that’s kind of the motto we had the entire game.”
On facing Mercer in the championship game
“It should be pretty fun, I think. That’s a team with five seniors and little ol’ Furman with one senior is going to go up strong
against them. Mercer is really good at doing what they want to do. We’re excited to face Mercer. We said the whole time we
didn’t want Mercer to lose. We wanted to be the team to knock them off.”
Redshirt sophomore guard/forward Tierra Hodges
On Furman’s 44-32 rebounding advantage and Hodges’ 13 rebounds
“They (Furman’s coaches) constantly say in practice ‘Every rebound is yours’ and they instill that in our heads. So when I play,
I know every rebound is mine and I just go get it.”
Redshirt freshman guard Milica Manojlovic
On the team celebrating the win
“When we came to the locker room, there was just some crazy energy. Everyone was really excited that we’re going to play in
the championship game. It feels great.”

Chattanooga Mocs
Head coach Katie Burrows
Opening statement
“Well, you never want it to end, obviously. Unfortunately, we came out hot last night and we did not today and they did. When
you’ve got a first-quarter deficit where they’re shooting 70 percent and we’re shooting 27 percent, that’s a killer. And so to dig
out of that hole made it very difficult for us. We did dig out of that hole there in the middle of the fourth quarter. We tied it up in
the fourth quarter with an and-1 from Abbey (Cornelius). But with them shooting it so well and giving up 11 offensive rebounds
and giving them that many more opportunities just made it tough for us to come back and stay out of that hole. Overall, I was
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not displeased with our effort. Our kids were gutting it out. I was telling Lakelyn (Bouldin) and Brooke (Burns) that we are still
really young. Nine of our 14 are freshman and sophomores so you were going to make mistakes. And the kids played through
those mistakes, they still kept battling. We could have just rolled over and died today. But these kids don’t know how to. Very,
very pleased with the fact that they kept fighting. We’re down but not out. We’ll be back next year.”
On the rally back into the game
“There’s nothing that I do specifically, I just keep coaching them. They’ve got the fight and the will within them to continue just
to fight, especially with all the things stacked up against us. And really the killer for us was that we missed a lot of bunnies
today. And no, we did not shoot the 3-point shots well but when you go back and look at film, there were several that we
could’ve hit within the paint and we do normally. But that just didn’t go our way this evening. But I don’t have to dig it out of
them. There was probably two games this season that I felt like I had to actually coach effort. That’s not something I’ve felt I
had to do much of at all.”
On their expectations for next year
“The expectation is that, yes, we’ll be a year older and we’ll have some new bodies coming in that will allow us to shift some
positions. Brooke (Burns) had to take over the role of point guard. That’s not necessarily why we recruited Brooke or even
where she’s most comfortable being, but she took it on and we’re super proud of that, by the way. These are two kids (Lakelyn
Bouldin) you’d rather have running off screens and getting them open rather than have them to be the distributors. So were
looking forward to that and being able to shift some things around.”
Sophomore guard Brooke Burns
On staying in the game when trailing
“Honestly, I don’t even look at the scoreboard. Like when they get up like that I just keep playing as if nothing happened. We
just kept trying to move the ball and eventually in the second we started to get the offense going a little bit. But we did a good
job of penetrating and getting those good looks; we just didn’t connect like we wanted.”
On their expectations for next year
“Just to remember this feeling and come back and win it next year.”
Junior guard Lakelyn Bouldin
On the energy level
“Like coach said, they came out hitting a lot more than we did. We got some fastbreak points and so we just worked and made
our defense a little better. But with a big lead like that, we just had to keep chipping away.”
On their expectations for next year
“Just to be better than we were this year.”
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