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Two Top Five Teams Upset 
Richmond Remains No. 1 
 
SPARTANBURG, S.C. – No. 1 Richmond rallied for the second week in a row to defeat Maine 

38-21 and maintain its No. 1 ranking in the latest FCS Coaches Poll.  

 

The Spiders scored 28 unanswered points in the second half to come from behind and earn the 

victory. Richmond (6-0) has won 15 consecutive games, including 10 straight on the road. Eric 

Ward ran for a touchdown and passed for another, connecting with Donte Boston on a three-yard 

toss to pull the Spiders within three. Richmond received all 28 first-place votes and 700 points 

overall. 

 

The rest of last week’s top five faced ranked opponents, including then-No. 3 Northern Iowa 

which hosted then-No. 5 Southern Illinois. The Salukis held on for a 27-20 victory, snapping an 

11-game losing streak in Cedar Falls. 

 

Southern Illinois took its first lead with 5:06 left in the game. Steve Morse recovered a fumbled 

punt at Northern Iowa’s seven-yard line, and Deji Karim scored on a one-yard run to break a 13-

13 tie. Brandon Williams then returned an interception 21 yards for a score to put the Salukis 

ahead 27-13 with 2:48 remaining. Northern Iowa’s Pat Grace responded with a three-yard 

touchdown pass to D.J. Hord with 1:50 remaining in the game to pull the Panthers within seven, 

but Southern Illinois was able to run out the clock. With the win, Southern Illinois (5-1) jumped two 

spots to No. 3. Northern Iowa (5-2) fell to No. 6.  

 

Montana strengthened its hold on No. 2 with its 41-34 win against then-No. 17 Eastern 

Washington. The Grizzlies pulled ahead 27-13 after an 18-yard pass from Andrew Selle to Ty 

Palmer. The Eagles responded with two touchdown passes from Ashton Gant, including one that 

covered 50 yards, to tie the game at 27. Marc Mariani returned a punt for a score to put Montana 



ahead again until Taiwan Jones tied it once more with 4:58 remaining. Chase Reynolds scored 

from one yard out with 1:18 to play to put the Grizzlies ahead for good. Each team scored 21 

points in the second half.  

 

New Hampshire was handed its first loss of the season by then-No. 20 Massachusetts. R.J. 

Toman threw a six-yard touchdown pass to Scott Sicko to put the Wildcats ahead 17-10 at the 

beginning of the fourth quarter, but the Minutemen would score 13 unanswered points to come 

from behind and win. Armando Cuko kicked a 36-yard field goal with 7:15 to play before Jonathan 

Hernandez ran 42 yards for a score less than two minutes later to put Massachusetts up front 20-

17. Cuko kicked another field goal, this time for 41 yards, with 1:26 remaining to ensure the 

victory. The Minutemen have won three of the last four games against the Wildcats.  

 

With the win Massachusetts (4-2) jumped four spots to No. 16, and New Hampshire (5-1) fell four 

spots to No. 8.  

 

Villanova (6-1) rejoined the top five, coming in at No. 4, with its shutout of then-No. 16 James 

Madison. Chris Whitney threw for three touchdowns, including one to Matt Szczur for 30 yards. 

Szcur caught two touchdown passes, a career high. The Wildcats rushed for 225 yards and had 

possession for 33:38. Villanova turned two James Madison fumbles in the second quarter into 

points as the Wildcats defeated the Dukes for the first time in four meetings.  

 

Idle William & Mary (5-1) rounded out the top five. 

 

Coming in at No. 6 was Northern Iowa, followed by Elon (5-1) at No. 7, New Hampshire at No. 8, 

Appalachian State (4-2) at No. 9 and South Carolina State (5-1) at No. 10.  

 

Appalachian State rallied from a 34-20 deficit against Wofford behind Armanti Edwards’ 415 

passing yards and two touchdowns. The Mountaineers went on to win 44-34 and earn their 15th 

consecutive conference victory.  

 

South Carolina State defeated then-No. 22 Florida A&M 35-20 behind William Ford’s 141 rushing 

yards and two touchdowns.  

 

New to the poll this week are No. 23 Delaware (5-2) and No. 25 Northern Arizona (4-2).  

 

Delaware defeated Towson 49-21 behind Leon Jackson’s three rushing touchdowns and Pat 

Devlin’s two touchdown passes. In the final play of the first half Charles Graves returned a 



Towson interception 90 yards. The Blue Hens opened the second half with an 89-yard kickoff 

return by Jerry Butler.  

 

Behind Michael Herrick’s 254 passing yards and three touchdowns, Northern Arizona defeated 

Portland State 44-23. Herrick connected with Conrad Meadows for two scores, including one for 

31 yards.  

 

Dropping out of the rankings this week were James Madison (2-4) and Florida A&M (4-2). Both 

teams fell to ranked competition.  

 

Only three teams in the Top 25 remain undefeated. They included No. 1 Richmond, No. 2 

Montana and No. 17 Colgate. The Raiders defeated Georgetown 31-14 to move to 7-0. 

 

Despite the Dukes dropping out, the Colonial Athletic Association maintains six ranked teams 

with Delaware joining the Top 25. The CAA has three teams in the top five and four in the top 10. 

The Big Sky Conference is represented by four ranked teams. The Missouri Valley, Ohio Valley 

and Southland Conferences are each represented by three teams, while the Patriot League and 

Southern Conference each have two. The Great West and Mid-Eastern Athletic Conferences 

each have one ranked team.  

 

The FCS Coaches Poll website can be viewed here and is updated each week after the release 

of the poll. 

 

The FCS Coaches Poll is based exclusively on a voting panel of head coaches in the FCS under 

the cooperation of the Collegiate Commissioners Association (CCA) and the American Football 

Coaches Association (AFCA) and is administered by the Southern Conference. 

 

2009 FCS Coaches Poll – Week 7 (October 19, 2009) 
 
 Team (No. 1 Votes) 2009 Record Points Previous Ranking 
1. Richmond (28) 6-0 700 1 
2. Montana 6-0 667 2 
3. Southern Illinois 5-1 643 5 
4. Villanova 6-1 610 6 
5. William & Mary 5-1 556 7 
6. Northern Iowa 5-2 551 3 
7. Elon 5-1 516 9 
8. New Hampshire 5-1 478 4 
9. Appalachian State 4-2 468 10  
10. South Carolina State 5-1 420 12 
11. McNeese State 4-2 409 11 
12. Jacksonville State 4-2 384 13  



13. South Dakota State 5-1 353 14 
14. Central Arkansas 4-2 318 8 
15. Weber State  4-3 311 15 
16. Massachusetts 4-2 280 20 
17. Colgate 7-0 255 18 
18. Stephen F. Austin 5-1 248 21 
19. Cal Poly 3-3 175 19 
20. Eastern Kentucky 4-2 139 23 
21. Eastern Washington 4-3 110 17 
22. Holy Cross 5-1 103 24 
23. Delaware 5-2 84 NR 
24. Eastern Illinois 5-2 82 25  
25. Northern Arizona 4-2 38 NR 
 
Others receiving votes (points in parentheses): Prairie View A&M (37), Florida A&M (36), James 
Madison (31), Liberty (29), Montana State (15), Youngstown State (14), Butler (12), Morgan State 
(10), Chattanooga (9), Lafayette (5), Albany (1), Missouri State (1), Southeastern Louisiana (1), 
UC Davis (1). 


