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Samford Bulldogs 
Coach Scott Padgett 
Opening statement 
“I’m so proud of our fight. We have an all-freshman team guy who’s our third-leading scorer go down, but I 
was not surprised at all about the way we fought because it’s been that way all year. Every time adversity 
has hit us, we have fought harder. We might not have come up with that play or two we needed to win this 
game, but our guys fight. I appreciate the way they have been for two years for me. It’s a tough one 
because we were right where we needed to be and couldn’t come up with that one big play in the second 
half. I thought we made some tough shots or shots that we needed in the first half to get our lead. I thought 
there was a big play at the end of the first half. We were up seven and there was a loose ball that just 
bounces the right way and ends up in their hands. Dee Oldham hits a spin-move layup that cuts it to five. I 
thought that was a big play. It made it a two possession game going into the second half.  
 
“The start of the second half was a defensive battle. We got to the first timeout and nobody scored. It was 
36-31 at the first timeout, same as the halftime score. We were still where we needed to be. I think they 
have the heart of a champion over there, too. We were beating them by eight on the boards in the first half. 
They needed to rebound the ball better. They came out in the second half and ended up beating us by two 
on the boards and by ten in the second half. I thought that was a huge key. This was, by no means for 
either team, an offensive display of beauty. It was a battle. That’s what you get at tournament time. Our 
guys fought. It’s 59-54 and it looks like it’s over, then we steal the ball two more times to get two more 
opportunities. I just loved their fight. I really appreciate all four of my seniors, but especially Jamaal 
Shabazz, Darius Jones-Gibson, and Marcus Johnson. There were a lot of people who bailed on this 
program a few years ago. That’s basically how I ended up with this job. Those guys were not locked in to 
having to be there when I got the job. For those guys to stay when they only have two years left and to 
make that commitment to us, I know the program is going the right way. We’re going to be in the top of the 
SoCon soon. They’re the building blocks of that. What I’m very upset about is that they didn’t get to see the 
fruition.” 
 
 
Samford senior guard Darius Jones-Gibson 
On his final game at Samford 
“I didn’t want it to end this way but I made the right choice in coming here. I trusted in Coach P and I love 
the guys I came in with. We just knew coming into this game that it would be a battle. It came down to 
keeping them off the glass. Towards the end of the second half, that’s where they started hurting us. They 
were getting rebounds and kicking it out for open shots.” 
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Chattanooga Mocs 
Coach Matt McCall 
Opening statement 
“This time of year makes wins hard to come by, and I’ve been saying that for the last couple of weeks. I 
thought it was one of the more gutsy wins that we’ve had all year, from the standpoint that there wasn’t a lot 
going right. We had four starters with two fouls in the first ten minutes of the game. Justin Tuoyo was 
battling foul trouble all game. Same thing with Gregg Pryor. We found a way to gut it out, and it was with our 
bench. Guys like Dee Oldham and Duke Etheridge would be starting at a lot of different places across this 
country. They’ve completely been selfless and put our team first no matter what. That’s why we’re in the 
position that we are in today. That showed today. We don’t win the game today without Dee Oldham and 
Duke Etheridge, no question about it. I’m proud of the effort that everyone gave because we didn’t get 
distracted when nothing was going well for us or the ball wasn’t going in the basket. We kept playing. I’m 
just really, really proud of our group.” 
 
On the play of his bench, particularly Johnathan Burroughs-Cook 
“I thought Johnathan Burroughs-Cook had such an impact. That block he made was a game-winning play. It 
would be easy for Burroughs to give up on that play but he didn’t do that. He ran the guy down and came up 
with the loose ball too. It was huge. There were a lot of plays like that. We started the second half with 
seven straight stops. Nothing was going in the basket. I felt like defensively that set the tone. They scored 
18 points in the second half. That’s about as good of a half defensively that we’ve played.” 
 
Chattanooga senior guard Dee Oldham 
On the hustle plays and the impact they had 
“I think winning 50-50 balls is a huge difference in the game. J.B. chasing down that block and coming out 
and getting seven straight stops are vital factors today, obviously, but in playing the game itself. If plays like 
that don’t happen, we may not be in this situation right now. So I would say those are very important.” 
 
 


