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Administrative Regulations 
  

 
 

 
1.0 Institutional Declaration of Compliance.  All staff members at each institution involved in recruiting and/or coaching 

student-athletes shall sign a form circulated by the Commissioner certifying that they have read the Southern 
Conference Constitution and Bylaws and specified Articles and Policies of the NCAA Constitution and Bylaws. The 
NCAA Certification of Compliance form may be used with the necessary insertions. 

 
2.0 National Letter of Intent. The Conference subscribes to the National Letter of Intent program, administered by the 

Collegiate Commissioners Association. 
 
3.0 Protests. 

3.1 The Conference does not recognize protests in any sport unless the conditions reported to the Commissioner are, 
in his/her judgment, of such a serious and extraordinary nature that he/she deems action is necessary. 

3.2 Protests may only be lodged with the Commissioner by Athletics Directors. 
 

4.0 Rules Violations. 

4.1 Athletic Directors are required to report promptly any rules violations that occur on their campus. 
4.2 Within the Conference.  It is essential that when an Athletics Director receives a report of an alleged Southern 

Conference and/or NCAA rules violation by another institution, he/she will communicate said violation via letter to 
the Athletics Director of the offending institution with a copy to the Commissioner.  It is essential that the report 
contain names, dates, location and facts.  After thorough investigation, the Athletics Director of the alleged 
offending institution will respond to the first Athletics Director, again with a copy to the Commissioner, with an 
outline of the findings and actions taken, if any. 
4.2.1 Should a situation remain unresolved, the Commissioner will then conduct an investigation to settle the 

matter.  If warranted, violations would be reported to the NCAA. 
4.2.2 The Commissioner shall report to the CEO of the institution any alleged violation that is not handled in an 

appropriate manner by the athletics department. 
4.3 Outside the Conference.  Communication should be from Athletics Director to Athletics Director following the same 

procedures with a copy to the Southern Conference Commissioner.  In unresolved situations of a serious nature, 
the Southern Conference Commissioner will then communicate with the Commissioner of the involved conference 
to seek a satisfactory solution.  In the event the institution is an independent, the Southern Conference 
Commissioner will communicate with the NCAA. 

4.4 Should it be discovered by the Conference office, a member institution, the NCAA or some other party that a 
Southern Conference institution has used an ineligible student-athlete in an athletics competition, the following 
procedure shall be followed: 
4.4.1 The Commissioner shall be authorized to review 1) the circumstances of the participation; 2) the extent of 

the student-athlete’s contribution in the contest; 3) the institution’s culpability in using an ineligible student-
athlete; 4) the student-athlete’s culpability in participating; 5) any extenuating circumstances. 

4.4.2 After this timely review, the Commissioner shall determine whether or not a forfeit shall be declared or 
whether any other punitive action shall be enforced. Should a forfeit be declared, the Commissioner shall 
weigh and decide the effects of the result on team records, the Commissioner’s and/or Germann Cup 
standings, tournament seeding, etc.  

4.4.3 Any appeal of the Commissioner’s ruling shall be made within 48 hours of the decision and shall be heard 
by the Executive Committee. Any representatives on the Executive Committee of the institution involved in 
using an ineligible student-athlete shall not participate in an appeal hearing other than to assist the 
institution in preparing the appeal. 

 
 

5.0 Sportsmanship.  It is a principle of the Conference that student-athletes, coaches, and all others associated with 

intercollegiate athletics, adhere to such fundamental values as respect, fairness, civility, honesty and accountability. 
 
5.1 Institutional Accountability.  Each institution shall: 

a. Demonstrate that it is committed to the fundamental values of sportsmanship and ethical conduct 
b. Formally adopt a written plan that ensures the institution maintains a program that is characterized by 

sportsmanship and ethical conduct; and 
c. Have available information for assessing the status of plans related to sportsmanship and ethical conduct. 
5.1.1 Chief Executive Officer Responsibility. 

5.1.1.1 At the beginning of each academic year, the CEO of each institution shall ensure a campus 
awareness of sportsmanship issues by reminding all constituents that athletics is a highly visible part 
of the institution and that poor sportsmanship is counter-productive to an institution’s mission. 

5.1.2 Athletics Director Responsibility. The Athletics Director of each member institution shall have responsibility 
for game management of all events conducted on campus.  The Athletics Director shall ensure that contests 
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are conducted in such a manner that fair and safe competition is possible.  The Athletics Director shall report 
any violation of these sportsmanship regulations to the conference office and the visiting institutions. 

5.1.2.1 Mascots/Motorized Vehicles/Explosive Devices.  The home Athletics Director has responsibility for the 
use of explosive devices (cannons, rifles, shotguns, rockets, etc.); live mascots (horses, dogs, 
buffalos, etc.); and motorized vehicles at their events.  Visiting Athletics Directors must request 
permission for the use of such at least two weeks in advance of the contest and approval or 
disapproval should be furnished immediately to the visiting Athletics Directors. 

5.1.2.2 Noisemakers.  Artificial noisemakers (air horns, electronic amplifiers, whistles, etc.) are not 
permissible in Southern Conference arenas or stadiums except as part of the official band, or as 
otherwise permitted in individual sports regulations.  Such items will be removed immediately from the 
arena by home management.  Cheerleaders may use electronic amplifiers provided the use is limited 
to giving instructions to the crowd.  Bands will not be seated in the arena/stadium quadrant which 
includes the visiting team bench and will be instructed that they may not play while the game is in 
progress. (Revised, 5/13) Public address announcers may not speak during times when play is in 
progress. 

5.1.2.3 Signs.  Signs of a derogatory nature directed towards an individual opponent, visiting team or game 
officials are not permitted in Conference facilities.  It is the responsibility of game management to 
remove the signs immediately. 

5.1.2.4 Location of Visiting Fans.  Areas behind the visiting team bench shall be reserved for visiting fans.  A 
buffer section of seats or empty space must be provided behind visiting team benches and dugouts, 
as appropriate for the venue. In no case may the home team’s fans, student, or band sections be 
located immediately behind the visiting team bench.  

5.1.2.5 Game Ejections.  Any institutional personnel removed from a game for any reason shall be 
immediately suspended from the next contest* (i.e. coach/player is ejected from final regular season 
game; suspension would apply to first game of Southern Conference championship).  A suspension is 
to be administered by the Athletics Director with notification to the conference office.  A second 
ejection shall carry a two-game suspension, a third ejection a four-game suspension, a fourth ejection 
an eight-game suspension, etc.  Ejections are recorded over a participant’s career, except as 
described below: 
A participant who completes one calendar year without an ejection shall have his/her record cleared 
and return to a one-game suspension penalty upon the next ejection. 

5.1.2.5.1 Appeals of suspensions must be made to the Commissioner in writing by the end of the 
second working day of the Conference office after the day of the event in which the 
participant was ejected.  Appeals may be heard only for the student-athletes ejected from a 
contest and only with indisputable video evidence forwarded by the Athletics Director of the 
institution in question. There are no appeals permitted for a coach’s ejection. 

*5.1.2.5.2 In the sport of BASEBALL, a coach removed from a game for any reason shall be 
suspended from his team’s next Conference or non-conference game depending upon 
what type of contest (i.e. if the coach is ejected from a Conference game the suspension 
will apply to the next Conference game, if the coach is ejected from a non-conference 
game, the suspension will apply to the next non-conference game). A player removed 
from a game for any reason shall immediately be suspended from the next contest, 
regardless of Conference or non-conference. 

5.1.2.6 Unsportsmanlike Conduct Fouls.  Any participant in an athletic contest who is cited for 
unsportsmanlike behavior, which does not lead to an ejection, shall be counseled by the Athletics 
Director within 24 hours of the contest.  (e.g.: Basketball player receives a technical foul, the Athletics 
Director is expected to counsel the student-athlete.) 

5.1.2.7  Halted Contest due to Lightning: In all Conference outdoor sports, a host institution’s certified athletic 
trainer or game management director shall have primary responsibility for halting a contest in the 
event that lightning is in the vicinity of the contest. (Approved and Effective 6/10)  

 

5.1.3 Coaches Responsibility.  Coaches are an extension of the institution and as such are expected to reflect 
institutional and conference values. 

5.1.3.1 Coaches/Official Policies 
5.1.3.1.1 Southern Conference coaches will not discuss officials or officiating in any public forum. 
5.1.3.1.2 Coaches are prohibited from visiting the officials’ dressing area prior to, during, or at the 

conclusion of a contest. 
5.1.3.1.3 Concern about the quality of officiating must be addressed to the Coordinator of Officials 

with a copy to the Athletics Director and the Commissioner.  Coaches not receiving a reply 
within five days should notify the Commissioner. 

5.1.3.2 Negative Recruiting.  Southern Conference coaches shall refrain from negative recruiting. 
5.1.3.3 Negative Comments.  Southern Conference coaches shall refrain from any negative comments 

concerning member schools, the conference and its office personnel, and other coaches, players of 
other institutions or personnel of the same. 

 

5.2 Unsportsmanlike Behavior. Acts of unsportsmanlike behavior or unethical conduct, including but not limited to those 
described below, shall make the offending party subject to sanctions by the conference.  
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5.2.1 Fighting.  Any attempt by a person to strike an opponent or contest participant in a combative manner 
unrelated to the sport involved or any act that insights an opponent to retaliate by acting in a similar manner 
shall be described as unsportsmanlike behavior. 

5.2.2 Aggressive Behavior. The use of obscene gestures, profane language, or the display of hostile action 
towards officials, spectators, or opponents shall be described as unsportsmanlike. 

5.2.3 Ejection. The removal by an official from a competitive sport activity shall require the ejected participant to 
leave the vicinity of the competitive activity immediately. 

5.2.4 Suspension.  A penalty that denies the involved participant from being in the vicinity of the contest 
suspended from during the time period beginning one hour prior to the scheduled contest until officials have 
left the playing site at the conclusion of the contest.  Suspension does not affect practice opportunities 
outside of the above time limitations. 

5.2.5 Vicinity of Contest.  The immediate area/site of the competition extended to include any point or place from 
which the ejected/suspended individual could observe, supervise, or participate in any manner in the contest 
from which the participant is being ejected or suspended. The suspended individual must be removed from 
both sight and sound of the contest. 

5.2.6 Competitive Conditions. The failure of an institution to provide an environment for a contest that is safe and 
fair to competition shall be described as unsportsmanlike behavior. 

 

5.3 Commissioner Responsibility.  Acts of unsportsmanlike behavior brought to the attention of the Commissioner shall 
be investigated and adjudicated. 

 

5.4 Annual Awards.  An annual award will be presented to the institution judged to have exhibited the highest degree of 
sportsmanship, ethics, and courtesy among its players, coaches and spectators during the preceding academic 
year.  The award shall be known as the Colonel D. S. McAlister Sportsmanship Award. 
5.4.1 Voting. At the end of the competitive year, each institution shall select the top three institutions in the 

conference in terms of overall sportsmanship, ethics and courtesy. Institutions are not allowed to include 
their own institution in the selection field. The selections will be made by each institution’s athletics director in 
consultation with their head coaches, student-athletes, senior woman administrator and faculty athletics 
representative. Selections will be made in order of preference and forwarded to the conference office. 

5.4.2 Scores. The conference office shall tabulate each institution’s selections on a 3-2-1 basis, with an 
institution’s first choice receiving three points, second choice receiving two points and third choice receiving 
one point. The institution with the highest overall score after all selections have been forwarded to the 
conference office shall be declared the winner. In the case of ties, all tied institutions shall share in the 
award.  

5.4.3 Reports. All voting, tabulation and awards shall be administered by the conference office. Only the name of 
the winning institution shall be released publicly. Neither the winning institution’s overall score nor the score 
of any other institution shall be released publicly.  

 

6.0 Conference Tournaments.  

6.1 Participation. All Conference schools shall have access to Conference championship events unless the Southern 
Conference regulations limit the number of teams participating in a championship.  

6.2 NCAA Ineligibility. Any conference school that is not eligible to compete in a specific NCAA championship shall not 
be eligible to compete in a Southern Conference tournament or championship in that same sport.  

6.3 Conference members shall not schedule a contest on the dates of Conference championships in the same sport. 
(i.e., an institution could not schedule a men’s golf match on the same dates as the conference men’s golf 
tournament).  

 

7.0 Officiating. 

7.1 Assignment of Officials.  No institutional representative is allowed to request or exclude a specific game official. 
 

8.0 Tie-Breaker Policy (may be superseded by individual sports policies). 

8.1 Regular season champions are the teams posting the best won-loss percentage or points (soccer) against 
Conference opponents. 

8.2 In the event of identical percentages, preference is given to the team playing the most conference games. 
8.3 Co-champions are declared if teams post identical conference records. 
8.4 Seeding. 

8.4.1 In the event of a tie, the first tie-breaking decision is based on head to head competition.  If one team has 
defeated the other team in head to head competition, preference is given to the winner of the competition. 

8.4.2 In the event of multiple ties, preference is given to the teams with the best record against the tied teams 
during regular season competition. 

8.4.3 If a tie still remains, competition against the highest placed team not involved in the tie. 
8.4.4 If a tie still remains, the process is continued from highest placed team down until the tie is broken. 
8.4.5 In all cases, seeding is done by resolving the higher seeds first and working down. 
8.4.6 If a tie cannot be resolved as described above, the Commissioner will have a coin toss. 

 

9.0 Amendment of the Administrative Regulations. 

9.1 These Administrative Regulations may be amended at any regular or special conference meeting by a majority vote 
of the full Executive Committee. 
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9.2 Submission of Amendment.  Any member institution may propose an amendment by submitting it in writing to the 
Commissioner not less than forty-five days prior to the next conference meeting.  The Commissioner will forward 
the proposed amendment to the Constitution and Bylaws Revision Committee, which will review the amendment 
and add any comments or suggestions it deems necessary, and return such to the Commissioner in a timely 
manner. 

9.3 The Commissioner shall mail (either via regular mail or electronic mail) a copy of the proposed amendment(s) to the 
Chief Executive Officer, Faculty Athletics Representative, Athletics Director, and Senior Woman Administrator of 
each institution not less than twenty-five days prior to the next conference meeting. 

9.4 Unless otherwise specified, all approved amendments shall become effective on the first day of August following 
adoption of the amendment. 

9.5 Amendments to proposed amendments to Administrative Regulations.  A proposed amendment to the Administrative 
Regulations may be amended at a regular or special conference meeting by a majority of the full Executive Committee. 

 

 
 

 


